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MEDIA ADVISORY

7th Annual Southwest Florida Immunization Workshop
set for May 21

Over 150 health professionals will learn how to increase adolescent vaccination rates

SARASOTA COUNTY — The 7" Annual Southwest Florida Immunization Workshop for health care providers
will take place on Thursday, May 21, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota at
Lakewood Ranch, 7131 Professional Parkway East in Sarasota. Over 150 public health and health care
providers from counties around Florida are registered to attend. This year’s workshop focuses on sharing
strategies to increase immunization rates for recommended vaccines among adolescents. Vaccines
recommended for adolescents include the human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine, proven to prevent many
forms of cancer.

There are two keynote speakers. The first speaker is Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Nurse
Educator, Donna Weaver, RN, MN. She will address changes to the CDC Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations and immunization schedule updates for children and
adolescents. Donna Weaver will also provide an overview of barriers to adolescents receiving Human
Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine, which is important for its cancer prevention properties.

The second keynote speaker is Jorge Lujan-Zilbermann, MD, Hill-Top Research, Inc. in St. Petersburg, FL. His
presentation is entitled, “HPV and other Adolescent Vaccines - A Medical Provider's Advice on Talking with
Parents and Overcoming Barriers Related to Immunizing Adolescents, Including HPV Vaccine.”

Updates to Florida’s State Health Online Tracking System for immunizations (Florida SHOTS™) will also be
highlighted. Additionally, epidemiologists from the Florida Department of Health will provide a presentation
about vaccine-preventable disease trends and challenges from the past year.

“The greatest successes are those we cannot see, all the people who have not suffered or died from
vaccine-preventable disease.” Walter Orenstein, MD, MPH, former Assistant Surgeon General, National
Immunization Conference April 29, 2002.
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MEDIA NOTES:
DOH-Sarasota Media Contact:
Dianne Shipley, 941-861-2852; cell 941-302-1058; DOHSarasotaNews@flhealth.gov

Website: www.sarasotahealth.org



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sarasota-County-Government-Community-Connections/216427088379068
https://mobile.twitter.com/signup
https://www.scgov.net/Pages/FlickrRedirect.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/sarasotacounty1
https://scginternet.scgov.net/_layouts/listfeed.aspx?List={BE75CB23-F407-4EBE-8C7A-E5CD9D77AEAB}&Source=https://scginternet.scgov.net/Lists/County News/AllItems.aspx
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Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs or activities.
View the complete policy at www.scgov.net/ADA/Pages/default.aspx

MEDIA NOTES:

Media interviews will be available at the workshop. No pre-event publicity is needed as the audience is
comprised of public health and health care professionals who have pre-registered to attend.
DOH-Sarasota Media Contact (prior to the event):

Dianne Shipley, 941-861-2852; cell 941-302-1058; Dianne.Shipley@flhealth.gov
Point of Contact for Media (at the event): Donna Keith, Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County
Immunization Program Director 941-504-3020
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