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June 7, 2016

Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County
announces Florida Healthy Babies Community Meetings

SARASOTA—The Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County (DOH-Sarasota) will host a community
meeting with families to discuss Florida Healthy Babies. Florida Healthy Babies is a collaborative statewide
initiative designed to positively affect social and economic factors that influence health and reduce racial
disparities in infant health. The north county meeting is on Tuesday, June 14 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Hyatt
Regency, 1000 Boulevard of the Arts in Sarasota. The south county meeting will take place on Tuesday, June
21 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Heron Creek Golf & Country Club, 3401 S. Sumter Boulevard in North Port.

“We want every child to have a healthy start in life so they can reach their full potential and enjoy a good
quality of life,” says DOH Sarasota Health Officer, Chuck Henry. “This means working as a community to
remove barriers preventing pregnant women from getting early and continuous prenatal care, and helping
connect families to education and community resources promoting breastfeeding, safe sleep, child safety and
infant care.”

Recently, the department invested $1.4 million in the Florida Healthy Babies initiative, which is an effort of the
department’s Health Equity Program Council. The Health Equity Program Council focuses on helping all
Floridians achieve health equity. Part of the funding was provided to all 67 counties to conduct an enhanced
data analysis of infant mortality and to host community-action planning meetings to address disparities in infant
mortality.

Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County Florida Healthy Babies Community Meetings:

Registration is required. Please call 941-861-2779 or email: Pascale.Edouard@FLHealth.gov.

About the Florida Department of Health

The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works to protect, promote and
improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county and community efforts.

Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the Florida Department of
Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov.
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Dianne Shipley, 941-861-2852; cell 941-302-1058; DOHSarasotaNews@flhealth.gov

Website: www sarasotahealth org



http://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2016/03/031016-healthy-babies.html
Pascale.Edouard@FLHealth.gov
http://www.phaboard.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FLDepartmentofHealth?utm_source=article
www.FloridaHealth.gov
https://twitter.com/HealthyFla?utm_source=article
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Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs or activities.
View the complete policy at www.scgov.net/ADA/Pages/default.aspx

MEDIA NOTES:
DOH-Sarasota Media Contact
Dianne Shipley, 941-861-2852; cell 941-302-1058; Dianne.Shipley@flhealth.gov
Day of Event Contact: Pascale Edouard, cell: 941-894-8138
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